
drug habit an evil? Is it safe for the informed to use indis¬
criminately the various narcotics and cough remedies, soothing
syrups and catarrh powders ? Is lying an evil ? What truths
do these fakirs enunciate? Their whole system is a fabrica¬
tion of falsehood. Is impurity an evil? The nasty nostrums
daily exploited will either nauseate the stomach or putriiy the
soul. Is blackmail an evil? Get in the clutches of some man¬
hood shark and see the price you pay. Is commercialism an
evil? The press of this country, with few exceptions, can be
charged with permitting its advertising columns to be prosti¬
tuted to the vilest purpose. Is theft an evil? The Chicago
Tribune, in writing about one Thompson, says: 'Three years
ago he was a strong man. Now, because of a catarrh cure, he
is without money, health, home or friends.' This announces
the record of many."

Medical Economics
¡THIS DEPARTMENT EMBODIES THE SUBJECTS OF ORGANI¬

ZATION, CONTRACT PRACTICE, INSURANCE FEES,
MEDICAL· LEGISLATION, ETC.

Legislative Work in Texas.
During the session of the legislature of Texas a new medical

practice act, approved by the State Medical Association, passed
the legislature and was signed by the governor. The organ¬
ized profession of the state worked systematically and per¬
sistently for the adoption of this bill. In the June number of
the Texas State Journal of Medicine Dr. I. C. Chase, secretary
and editor, says editorially:
The report of the legislative committee shows that somewhat

less than sixty members of the State Medical Association this
year visited Austin in the interest of medical legislation. The
trustees paid $600 out of the association treasury to meet the
expenses of the committee for legislative assistants. Some of
the members of this committee, as well as the auxiliary legisla¬
tive committee and individual members, left their homes and
went to Austin whenever necessity presented itself. Some who
were individually unable expended considerable sums. The
mention of these facts at a joint meeting of the house of dele¬
gates and the scientific body brought forth an overwhelming
sentiment that those who stayed at home should at least be
given the opportunity to pay the actual expense incurred by
those who left their personal work to take up the labor for the
good of all. The committee appointed to consider the best
means of accomplishing this end referred the matter to the
trustees. As soon as the amount can be ascertained the trus¬
tees will consider notifying county societies of their share pro¬
portional to membership. Societies should consider this a vol¬
untary subscription, none of the parties interested made their
expenditures expecting a refund of expenses, and do not wish
to be placed in the attitude of requesting reimbursement for
their voluntary contribution to the advancement of state medi¬
cine. A large number have refused to accept payment for their
expenses.
This spirit on the part of the working members of the State

Medical Association of Texas is highly commendable. When
the members of our profession are so interested in securing
better legislation and better professional and social conditions
and are willing to give of their time and money to secure these
results, there will be no doubt as to the outcome. There is not
a state in the union in which the physicians can not secure the
passage of any sanitary act or medical practice law which
they may wish, if they will really try to secure its passage.

New Laws in Wisconsin.
Some good bills, which we abstract below, have become laws,

having been passed by the legislature of Wisconsin and signed
by the governor. Copies were sent us by Dr. J. V. Stevens,
secretary of the State Board of Medical Examiners of Wis¬
consin, who writes:
We feel that these new laws will greatly assist us in elevat¬

ing the standard of the practice of medicine in this state, puri¬
fying the newspaper columns, protecting the people and making
it easier for us to punish the charlatan» and evil-minded men
who rob the public under the „uise of medical practitioners oy

their false and suggestively immoral advertisements. We hope
that the other states will secure the same kind of legislation
as soon as possible. We are selfishly interested in having
them do so because papers that are published in adjoining
states have a large circulation in Wisconsin and their publish¬
ers are not amenable to our laws.
Our midwife bill was killed by the opposition of a few'physi¬

cians in the. state. It passed une senate unanimously and was
given a majority report by the committee on public health.
One dissenting member of the committee defeated it by pre¬
cipitating a vote when but few of the members were present.It is hoped that this bill will be passed at the next session of
the legislature.
The first bill is one prohibiting the advertising of the treat¬

ment of venereal and sexual diseases, and creates a new sec¬
tion in the statutes, as follows:

1. Any person who shall advertise in any manner, either in his
own name or under the name of another person, firm or pretendedfirm, association, corporation or pretended corporation, in any
newspaper, pamphlet, circular or other written or printed paper,
the treatment and curing of venereal diseases and of private dis¬
eases or diseases peculiar to men or to women, the restoration of
"lost manhood," or who shall advertise in any manner that he is a
specialist in diseases of the sexual organs or diseases caused bysexual weakness, self-abuse or excessive indulgence or in any dis¬
eases of a like nature or produced by like causes, or who shall
advertise in any manner any medicine, drug, compound or any
means whatever whereby sexual and venereal or urinary diseases
of men and women may be cured or relieved or the monthly periodsof women regulated or the menses re-established if suppressed, andthe owner, publisher, editor or manager of any newspaper who
shall publish any such advertisement or permit or allow any such
advertisement to be inserted and published in any newspapercontrolled by him or in which he has an interest, shall lie guilty of
a misdemeanor and on conviction thereof shall be punished by a
fine of not less than $50 nor more than $500, or by imprisonmentin the county jail not more than six months, or by both such fine
and imprisonment.
2. Nothing in this act contained shall be construed as prohibit¬ing and punishing the printing, publication and distribution of

medical journals, papers, pamphlets and circulars intended for
scientific and professional information.
The second bill is an amendment to the medical practice act

of the state, defining the words "immoral, dishonorable and
unprofessional conduct" as follows:
First, producing, aiding or abetting a criminal abortion. Second,advertising in any manner either in his own name or under the

name of another person, firm or pretended firm, corporation or pre¬
tended corporation, in any newspaper, pamphlet, circular, or otherwritten or printed paper or document, the curing of venereal dis¬
eases, the restoration of "lost manhood," the treatment and curingof private diseases peculiar to men or women, or the advertising
or holding himself out to the public in any manner as a specialistin diseases of the sexual organs, or diseases caused by sexual
weakness, self-abuse or excessive indulgences, or in any diseases of
a like nature or produced by a like cause, or the advertising of any
medicine or any means whatever whereby the monthly periods of
women can be regulated or the menses re-established, if suppressed,
or being employed by or in the service of any person, firm or per-tended firm, association, corporation, or pretended corporation, so
advertising. Third, the obtaining of any fee, or offering to accept
a fee on the assurance or promise that a manifestly incurable dis¬
ease can be or will be permanently cured. Fourth, wilfully be¬
traying a professional secret. Fifth, indulging in the drug habit.
Sixth, conviction of any offense involving moral turpitude.
This definition enables the State Board of Medical Exam¬

iners to revoke licenses issued to physicians who are subse¬
quently guilty of unprofessional conduct.
The provisions

'

of the third bill, which amends the practice
of medicine, read as follows :

1. Every person shall be regarded as practicing medicine, sur¬
gery or osteopathy within the meaning of this act who shall ap¬
pend to his or her name the words or letters "Doctor," "Dr.,"
"Professor," "Prof.," "M. D.," "M. B.," or "D. O.," or any other
title, letters, combination of letters or designation which in any
way represents him or her, or may tend to represent him or her, as
engaged in the practice of medicine, surgery, osteopathy, in any of
its branches, or who shall for a fee prescribe or recommend or for
any compensation of any kind or nature whatsoever for like use
any drugs or medicine, ostéopathie manipulation, appliance, oper¬
ation, or treatment of whatever nature, for the cure or relief of
any wound, fracture, bodily injury, infirmity or disease, providedhowever, that nothing in this act contained shall be construed as
applying to any dentist or resident refracting optician engaged in
the practice of his or her profession.
2. The use of any of the above-mentioned words or letters or

titles, in such connection, and under such circumstances as to in¬
duce the belief, or tending to indulge the belief, that the person
who uses them is engaged in the practice of medicine, or surgery
or osteopathy in any of its branches, shall be deemed and accepted
as prima facie proof of an intent on the part of such person to
represent himself or herself as engaged in the practice of medicine,
or surgery or osteopathy.
These three acts greatly strengthen the position of the med¬

ical profession in the state and give the state board the neces¬

sary legal authority to purify the profession and to earry out
the purposes of the medical practice act.
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